appointed by the Executive of the IUPAB as Editor-in-Chief. As a Professor Emeritus in the Faculty of Medicine, an honorary Professor in Physics in the Faculty of Science, both at the University of Sydney, and as the current Secretary-General of the IUPAB, I bring over 45 years of research experience and have authored more than 250 publications and published four books by Springer Press. I agreed to take on the position for six years (pictured below).
I began by re-organising the Editorial Board. I replaced the four former Associate Editors with five Executive Editors, whose functions include: identifying and inviting expert authors in the various fields covered by biophysics, arranging for timely reviews of their manuscripts and executing the decision on whether the reviews submitted to them should be published. Their geographic distribution (USA, Wilma Olson; Japan, Haruki Nakamura; India, N.R. Jagannathan; Australia, Damien Hall (pictured left below); and The Netherlands, Jolanda van der Velden) was in keeping with the international nature of the IUPAB. The composition and functions of the general Editorial Board was also modified.
In 2012, Professor Haruki Nakamura and I trialled the first Special Issue (dos Remedios and Nakamura 2012). We explored the research opportunities offered by computational biophysics in developing economies, reasoning that the Internet is ubiquitous and that mathematics and computation is an innate human characteristic present in all cultures and societies. We assembled a group of mentors with access to the necessary computing power (Wriggers et al. 2012 ), and we solicited reviews covering the theory, methods (molecular dynamics, modelling) and systems of computational biophysics (Ho 2012) , and showed how these could be harnessed via the Cloud.
The next year, I helped Damien Hall (Hall and dos Remedios 2013) to assemble an issue filled with tributes to Allen Minton on the event of his 70th birthday. Allen is described as the most innovative biophysicist of the last 50 years (Hall and dos Remedios 2013) . The issue was the largest ever assembled in Biophysical Reviews and included 17 reviews on the theme protein-ligand Interactions. Damien, who is now an Executive Editor, is pictured on the above.
In 2014, Marcelo M. Morales (now President-Elect of IUPAB) assembled 14 contributions that paid tribute to the success of biophysics in Latin America (Morales and Alonso 2014) , including a contribution from the eminent Venezuelan biophysicist, Carlo Caputo (Calderón et al. 2014) . It also saluted the establishment of the Latin American Federation of Biophysical Societies (LAFeBS), By the beginning of 2015, there were signs that Special Issues were attracting more citations than the regular reviews. This is understandable when one considers that readers who are interested in a focussed topic such as human heart failure are more likely to find, read and cite a paper from a Special Issue. The citation rates for the 2013 Special Issue described above were pleasingly high, so I decided that Special Issues should become a permanent feature of the journal. This also required also some re-organising of the old Editorial Board, the members of which were selected on the basis of their ability to assess a wide range of contributions in biophysics. It also demanded a new category of editor whose sole task was to edit one Special Issue over a two-year period. Thus, a regular feature of Biophysical Reviews from 2015 onwards will be the creation of two Special Issues each year.
Thus, in 2015, issue 1 of volume 7 was devoted to Special Issue 1 titled Biophysics of Human Heart Failure, co-edited by Amy Li (pictured right below) and myself (Li and dos Remedios 2015) . The contributors were united by the fact that all of them had performed research on failing and non-failing human heart samples from the Sydney Heart Bank (see Li et al. 2013) . The contributors were 'lured' to a conference on Heron Island, Queensland, one of two true coral islands on the Great Barrier Reef. For many of them, this was the first time they had physically met and been able to discuss results from heart samples from the same patients.
Issue 2 of volume 7 was also a Special Issue, edited by Professor Gordon Roberts, who assembled reviews in The Role of Protein Dynamics in Allosteric Effects. This issue focussed on the concept that a ligand interacting with one site on a protein can change the functional properties at another site without direct spatial proximity of the two binding sites (Roberts 2015 After that, other Special Issues are planned, one on Nanobiophysics and another on The Giant Protein Titin and its Binding Partners.
Finally, but certainly not least, in 2015, it was announced that Springer Press, the publisher of Biophysical Reviews, underwent a major change. The consortium that owns Springer Science+Business Media has acquired the majority of Macmillan Science and Education to form a powerful new entity called Springer Nature. This strategic acquisition produced a company with almost 13,000 staff publishing in over 50 countries, with a turnover of 1.5 billion Euros. Its combined expertise and enhanced scale and distribution bodes well for the continuing success of Biophysical Reviews.
